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her¢with submitted, that I refused my consent. The Mayor
of Annapolis also protested. But both steamers soon after-
wards landed at the Naval Academy and put off the troops.
Subsequently, gther large bodies of troops reached here in
transports and were landed. I was notified that the troops
were to be marched to Washington. They desired tp go
without obstruction from our people ; but they had orders to
go to Washington, and were determined. to obey those
orders. In furtherance of their designs, they took military
possession of the Annapolis and Elk Ridge Railroad ; in
regard to which act I forwarded to Brig. Gen. Butler the
protest, and received the reply herewith submitted. On
Wednesday morning the two detachments first landed took
up the line of March for. Washington. The people of An-
napolis, though greatly exasperated, acting under counsel of
the most prudent citizens, refrained from molesting or ob-
structing the passage of the troops through the city. .

Seriously impressed with the condition of affairs, and
anxious to avoid a repetition of events similar to those
which had transpired in Baltimore, I deemed it my duty to
make another appeal to the authorities at Washington:
Accordingly, I sent a special messenger to Washington,
with a despatch to the administration advising that no more
troops be sent through Maryland ; that the troops at Anna-
polis be sent elsewhere ; and urging that a truce be offered
with a view of a peaceful settlement of existing difficulties
by mediation. I suggested that Lord Lyons, the British
Minister, be requested to act as mediator hetween the con-
tending parties. The result of the rhission will be seen from
the correspondence herewith submitted.

These events have satisfied me that the War Department
has concluded to make Annapolis the point for landing
troops, and has resolved to open and maintain communica-
tion between this place and Washington.

In the brief time allowed, it is impossible for me to go
moreinto detail. The documents accompanying this message
place before you all the information possessed by me. I shall
promptly communicate such other information as may reach
me.

Notwithstanding the fact that our most learned and intel-
ligent citizens admit the right of the Government to trans-
port its troops across our soil, it is evident that a portion of
the people of Maryland are opposed-to the exercise of the
right. I have done all in my power to protect the citizens
of Maryland and to preserve peace within our borders.



